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Introduction
 The information on this page is intended to provide a brief overview of the non-immigrant visa process. Although tourist and business visas are the most common non-immigrant visas, the State Department issues a wide variety of non-immigrant visas for purposes that range from education to athletics. All tourist visas allow only a temporary stay in the United States and are issued through an application and interview process.

If after reviewing this information and the material on the Department of State’s website you have additional questions about the non-immigrant visa process, please feel free to contact my district office by phone at 610-892-8623 or by mail at 600 North Jackson Street, Suite 203, Media PA 19063.

Frequently asked Questions 
Additional information regarding the non-immigrant visa process is available on the Department of State’s website, http://www.travel.state.gov

    -  Do all      travelers require a visa to visit the United States? Visitors from countries that participate in the      Visa Waiver Program (VWP) may be able to travel to the United States for tourism or business stays of 90 days or less without obtaining a visa.      For more information about the VWP and a complete list of participating      countries, visit: http://travel.state.gov/visa/temp/without/w
ithout_1990.html#vwp .      Citizens from countries that do not participate in the VWP will require a      visa to enter the United        States. 

    -  How can      I apply for a non-immigrant visa? The      applicant may apply for a tourist visa through the U.S. Embassy or      Consulate in his/her home country.       He/she may set up a visa interview and complete the DS-156      application form online through the “Locate an Embassy Page” (http://www.usembassy.gov/  ) on the      State Department’s website (
http://www.travel.state.gov ).

    -  Can      friends and family members help with the application process? You may provide a letter of invitation or      support. However, this does not guarantee visa issuance to a foreign      national friend, relative or student. Visa applicants must qualify for the      visa according to their own circumstances, not on the basis of an American      sponsor's assurance.

    -  What      are some common reasons for visa denial? The United States is an open      society. Unlike many other countries, the United States does not impose      internal controls on most visitors, such as registration with local      authorities. In order to enjoy the privilege of unencumbered travel in the      United States,      aliens have a responsibility to prove they are going to return abroad      before a visitor or student visa is issued. U.S. immigration law requires      consular officers to view every visa applicant as an intending      immigrant until the applicant proves otherwise.To qualify for a      visitor or student visa, an applicant must meet the requirements of      sections 101(a)(15)(B) or (F) of the INA respectively. Failure to do so      will result in a refusal of a visa under INA 214(b). The most frequent      basis for such a refusal concerns the requirement that the prospective      visitor or student possess a residence abroad he/she has no intention of      abandoning. Applicants prove the existence of such residence by      demonstrating that they have ties abroad that would compel them to leave      the U.S. at the end of the temporary stay. The law places this burden of proof on      the applicant.

    -  Is a denial under section 214(b) permanent? 
 No. The consular officer will reconsider a case if an applicant can show further convincing evidence of ties outside the United States. Your friend, relative or student should contact the embassy or consulate to find out about reapplication procedures. Unfortunately, some applicants will not qualify for a nonimmigrant visa, regardless of how many times they reapply, until their personal, professional, and financial circumstances change considerably.

    -  What Constitutes “Strong Ties”? 
 Strong ties differ from country to country, city to city, individual to individual. Some examples of ties can be a job, a house, a family, a bank account. "Ties" are the various aspects of your life that bind you to your country of residence: your possessions, employment, social and family relationships. As a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident, imagine your own ties in the United States. Would a consular office of a foreign country consider that you have a residence in the United States that you do not intend to abandon? It is likely that the answer would be "yes" if you have a job, a family, if you own or rent a house or apartment, or if you have other commitments that would require you to return to the United States at the conclusion of a visit abroad. Each person's situation is different.
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